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Kambrya College, in partnership with parents, guardians and the wider community, aims to provide
an environment conducive to learning, in which all students can attain knowledge, skills and attitudes
that demonstrate high levels of achievement, enabling them to be lifelong learners and effective,
successful, active and happy participants in the international community. As students enter their
senior years (Years 10-12) at Kambrya College, they have the opportunity to select the course they
want to study within the guidelines of the VCAA.

For many students, the senior school course selection process is exciting but for some, it can be a
daunting process. Students are asked to consider what they may like to do following secondary
school completion and make course selections that align with their pathway goals. It is important
that students make personal and informed choices based on their own research and planning when
selecting subjects. Students who are undecided about desired post secondary school pathways are
advised to keep as many post-secondary pathway options available to them as possible.

This handbook contains information about the structure of the year 10 academic program and a
description of all of the year 10 elective subjects on offer. Students are strongly encouraged to read
this handbook carefully before making course selection decisions as there will be limited opportunity
for students to change their subjects once they have been allocated and any change will be subject
to class availability.

Kind regards,

Kelly Kinsella
Assistant Principal - Senior School

Assistant Principal Kelly Kinsella kelly.kinsella@education.vic.gov.au
Curriculum Leader Sarah Day sarah.day@education.vic.gov.au

Year 10 Student Engagement Leader  Cathie Lange catherine.lange@education.vic.gov.au
Careers Leader Amanda Cristobal ~ amanda.cristobal@education.vic.gov.au
Careers Practitioner Kim Tiller kim.tiller@education.vic.gov.au

VET Coordinator Clare Vega clare.vega@education.vic.gov.au
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Year 10 Course Structure

Students have a wide variety of subjects to choose from in year 10. Elective subjects will only run if there
are sufficient numbers as determined by the Principal. Where a subject does not have sufficient
numbers to run, students will be allocated into one of their reserve preferences. \Whilst every attempt
is made to allocate students to their first preferences, due to timetabling constraints, this may not be possible.
Students will be required to include reserve selections when submitting their course preferences.

Please note the following guidelines for year 10 course selection.

e English: Students must study one full year of English. There are several English subjects available to select
from. Note that students who select Literacy will be committing to a VCE Vocational Major in 2027.

e Mathematics: Students must study one Mathematics subject for the whole year.
e Science: Students must study at least one semester of Science.
e Arts/Technology: Across year 9 and 10 students must have completed a minimum of one Arts elective

and one Technology elective. If students did not complete these as part of their year 9 program, then they
must include them as part of their year 10 program

e BRICKS: Students will automatically be enrolled into BRICKS for the whole year.

e Free-choice electives: Students will study up to seven free choice electives. VET and VCE subjects are
year-long and will take up two free choice elective spaces.

VCE/VET Acceleration

Students who have demonstrated strong work ethic, maturity and high academic results in year 9 may wish to apply
to accelerate into a VCE or VET study as part of their year 10 program. Successful completion of a VCE/VET Units 1 &
2 study in year 10 will enable a student to complete Units 3 and 4 of that study in Year 11, giving them a total of six
subjects contributing towards their ATAR (instead of the typical 5).

Students will only be able to accelerate in one subject and it is recommended that they do not accelerate in the
subjects they require as pre-requisites for tertiary study. Additional time to develop maturity and deeper conceptual
understanding is the best preparation for students who need specific studies for tertiary pre-requisites.

Students should note that acceptance into a VCE/VET acceleration study is at the discretion of the Senior School
Leadership Team. Priority for places in VCE/VET classes must be given to Year 11 students. Any remaining places will
be offered to interested year 10 students based on their year 9 LAB and academic performance and
recommendations of classroom teachers.

Students are unable to accelerate into VCE English, VCE Mathematical Methods, VCE Specialist Mathematics, VCE
Japanese second language, VCE Chemistry or VCE Physics due to the level of pre-requisite knowledge required from
year 10 to be successful at year 11 level.

Students who wish to apply to accelerate into a VCE/VET subject should read the VCE Course Handbook carefully
before selecting a subject to apply for.




Overview

All year 10 students must undertake a full year of English. They may select between four different strands of
English: English, English Language, Elemental English or Literacy. All these subjects are yearlong. Elemental
English is designed for students who have found Year 9 English to be challenging and have consistently been
assessed as Working Towards or Below Level in Year 9 English. Elemental English focuses on teaching the same
skills required for Year 10 English, but will be highly scaffolded with an adjusted pace, as well as support skill
development through the study of differentiated texts. It is strongly recommended that students discuss their
2026 English pathway options with their current Year 9 English teacher.

English (year-long)

During Semester One students conduct research into a contemporary media issue of their choice and apply
their knowledge of argument to create a persuasive oral presentation: aiming to convince an audience of their
point of view. They will read, view, and listen to a range of media texts and analyse how writers employ
persuasive language features, including visual language, to create an intended effect on a range of audiences. In
the second area of study for this semester students will read and analyse the thematic ideas, concerns, and
tensions in Harper Lee's 'To Kill a Mockingbird'. They study aspects of the text's structures, language features
and conventions, and examine how they work together to create meaning. They will consider how the text's
social, historical and cultural context influences authorial intent, and produce an analytical response.

During Semester Two students engage in reading and viewing texts with a focus on making personal
connections with multi-modal texts by analysing the film 'Rabbit Proof Fence', directed by Phillip Noyce. They will
explore how the social, cultural and historical context of the film influences its ideas, concerns and tensions, and
analyse how Noyce utilises filmic features, conventions and structures to convey meaning. They compare their
personal experiences, values and perspectives with the experiences of the individuals in the film and its values.
Students will conclude this area of study by producing a personal response essay based on the film. The final
area of study for the semester will culminate in an exploration of William Shakespeare's play 'Macbeth', which
students will use as a source of inspiration to craft their own creative texts. They will consider how the
playwright's social, cultural and historical context influenced the creation of the text, and closely examine how
the language features, structures and conventions of the play express thematic ideas, concerns and tensions.
Students will then engage in a range of creative writing processes, and craft their own texts for an intended
audience, purpose and context. Students will draw on their knowledge of 'Macbeth' as a model of effective
writing throughout this process.

English will prepare students for both VCE English and VCE English as an Additional Language




Elemental English (year-long)

During Semester One students conduct research into a contemporary media issue of their choice and apply their
knowledge of argument to create a persuasive oral presentation: aiming to convince an audience of their point of
view. They will read, view, and listen to a range of media texts and analyse how writers construct argument and use
persuasive devices, including visual language, to create an intended effect on different audiences. In the second area
of study for this semester students will read and analyse the ideas, concerns, and tensions in Trevor Noah's 'Born A
Crime'. They study aspects of the text including its structures, language features and conventions, and how they
work together to create meaning. They will consider how the text's historical, social and cultural context influences
authorial intent, and produce an analytical response.

During Semester Two students engage in reading and viewing texts with a focus on making personal connections
with multi-modal texts by analysing the film 'Rabbit Proof Fence' directed by Phillip Noyce. They explore how the
social, cultural and historical context in which the film is set influences its ideas, concerns and tensions, and analyse
how filmic features, conventions and structures are used to convey meaning. They compare their personal
experiences, values and perspectives with the experiences of the individuals in the film and its values. They will
produce a personal response essay based on the film. Students will then study a range of selected texts in a variety
of forms and consider how they act as models of effective writing. They will analyse how the writers of these texts
use structures, features, conventions and language to relate to different audiences for a variety of purposes;
exploring how social, cultural and historical contexts influence their writing. They will then engage in a range of
creative writing processes, and craft their own creative texts for an intended audience, and purpose; paying due
consideration to how their created texts are influenced by a situated context.

Elemental English will prepare students for both VCE English and VCE English as an Additional Language

English Language (year-long)

In Semester 1, students will build a strong foundation in the key subsystems of the English language, including
phonetics, morphology, syntax, lexicology and discourse. The course also introduces metalanguage to support
students’ ability to analyse language use more precisely. In the second half of the term, the focus shifts to how
language reflects and constructs identity. Students will investigate how factors like age, gender, and culture influence
the way we speak and write. By examining real-world texts, students will complete an analytical commentary and
oral presentation that unpack the ways individuals use language to signal group membership, express identity, and
navigate different social contexts.

Semester 2 deepens students’ understanding of how language varies in different social settings and how it reflects
values, power, and evolving norms. Students begin by examining register variation, including shifts between formal
and informal language, the use of slang, and audience-driven code-switching. The focus turns to Australian English
and the diverse varieties spoken across the country, including Aboriginal Englishes and cultural ethnolects. Students
analyse attitudes towards these varieties and present research findings in an oral presentation. Finally, students
investigate how language changes over time and how it is used to exercise power and persuasion. Through a mix of
commentary and essay writing, this rich and varied curriculum prepares students for deeper linguistic analysis in
future studies.

English Language will prepare students for VCE English Language




Literacy (year-long subject)

The purpose of this subject is to enable students to develop the knowledge and skills required to
effectively read and write simple or short texts and then apply these skills to future real-world settings.
Texts studied within this subject deal mainly with personal and familiar topics, as well as some
unfamiliar aspects. At this level, students are guided and supported to use the writing process to
create their own texts that demonstrate an awareness of purpose and audience. They develop texts
that are designed to explore connections to their personal lives both inside and outside of the
schooling context. They will engage in reading processes that develop comprehension skills, literacy
and critical thought. Throughout this process students will identify the main point of differing texts
including their key details and express an opinion about these texts. The skills students will develop
throughout this subject relate directly to the real world as students will investigate how to develop a
proposal for a fundraiser for a charity of their choice and use language to proactively engage with an
audience when creating marketing material. Their fundraiser will take place over both Semesters One
and Two; allowing students to gain a deeper insight into the charity of their choosing, as well as the
written and verbal communication skills required for constructing an effective proposal and seeing it to
fruition.

Students will also develop their understanding of pivotal changes that occurred throughout world
history; and explore the impact of significant historical figures and inventions on the development of
society in the twenty-first century. They will analyse film; considering how this textual medium conveys
ethical messages and study the implications of moral and ethical decision making in both the media
and their own lives. These units of study are designed for their transferability to real world issues and
scenarios as students will produce job proposals or create self-promotions for small businesses. In this
subject, students are also encouraged to identify the cause and effect of their actions within a
workplace.

Literacy will prepare students for VCE Literacy

Note: Students who undertake Literacy in year 10 are committing to undertaking a VCE -
Vocational Major in Year 11 as they will be unable to take VCE English or VCE English
Language.




Overview

All'year 10 students must undertake a full year of mathematics. When considering which mathematics to study
in year 10, students should consider their current academic level in mathematics and potential VCE
Mathematics pathways. It is strongly recommended that students discuss their 2026 mathematics pathway
options with their current year 9 mathematics teacher. Students may opt to complete a semester of Specialist
Mathematics (elective) in addition to one of the year-long mathematics subjects.

Mathematical Methods (year-long)

This subject is designed for students who exhibit mathematical knowledge and understanding above the
expected standard at Year 9. Assessment structure is modelled after VCE Mathematical Methods and will
include examinations and SAC-type projects.

Semester One areas of study include: algebraic technigues; functions and relations; equations; quadratic
functions and curve sketching.

Semester Two areas of study include: statistics; trigonometry; circular functions; discrete and continuous
probability.

Assessment will include SAC-like assessment tasks including topic tests, application tasks, analysis tasks and
two final examinations at the end of the semester.

* Students undertaking Mathematical Methods will be expected to purchase a TI-Nspire CX CAS
Calculator.

Mathematical Methods will prepare students for both VCE Mathematical Methods and Specialist Mathematics.

General Mathematics (year-long)

This subject is designed for students who demonstrate good mathematical knowledge and understanding at
the expected standard during Year 9 and are intending to continue to VCE General Mathematics.

Semester One areas of study include: measurement, geometric reasoning and trigonometry as well as linear
relationships.

Semester Two areas of study include: an introduction to networks and graph, both univariate and bivariate
data and statistical analysis, then recursion and financial modelling.

Assessment will include a range of topic tests, application tasks and two final examinations at the end of the
semester.

* Students undertaking General Mathematics will be expected to purchase a TI-Nspire CX CAS Calculator.

General Mathematics will prepare students for VCE General Mathematics.




Numeracy (year-long)

The purpose of this subject is to enable students to develop the confidence and skills to perform simple and
familiar numeracy tasks, and develop the ability to make sense of mathematics in their daily personal lives. The
mathematics involved includes numbers and data, financial literacy, time and location, measurement and
design, and the use of software tools and devices. On completion of this unit, students are able to perform
everyday mathematical tasks that involve a single mathematical step or process. Students are able to
communicate mathematical ideas using highly familiar contexts and common everyday language and
mathematical notation.

Numeracy will prepare students for VCE Numeracy. Students who select Numeracy will not be eligible to study VCE
General Mathematics, Mathematical Methods or Specialist Mathematics in VCE.

Specialist Mathematics (semester-long elective)

This subject is designed to encourage students seeking to prepare for Year 11 Specialist Mathematics and to
give opportunity for students to explore this subject in a semester to deepen skills for critical thinking. It is
highly recommended for students who have done Year 9 Enrichment and Year 9 SEAL. Content for this elective
will be taken from Year 11 Specialist but do not fall in with Year 10/11 Mathematical Methods content.

The three Area of Study in the semester include: Number and Algebra (Complex Numbers), Geometry and
Proof (Vectors) and Functions (Polynomials, Rational Functions and Loci).

Assessment will include SAC-like assessment tasks including topic tests, application tasks and one final
examination (Paper A and Paper B) at the end of the semester.

* Students undertaking Mathematical Methods will be expected to purchase a TI-Nspire CX CAS
Calculator.

Specialist Mathematics will prepare students for VCE Specialist Mathematics.




Drama (semester elective)

In this elective, students develop their skills in drama, creating and presenting performances in response to
stimulus material, and based off both research and imagination. They will expand their understanding of
performance styles, with an introduction Bertolt Brecht's Epic Theatre, and use this style to make meaningful
performances that explore issues and themes relevant to today's world. Students will work collaboratively and
independently to devise performance works and be given the opportunity to perform these to public audiences.
They will attend an excursion to view a professional theatre performance, furthering their experience and
understanding of theatre. Additionally, students will analyse the development of their own work and performances
by other drama practitioners. This subject centres around the creation and understanding of performance work,
including a combination of fun, hands-on tasks and varying opportunities for students to express their creativity and
expand their abilities as playmakers and performers.

This elective will prepare students for undertaking VCE Drama.

Music Performance (semester elective)

This elective is designed for students who have previous instrumental music experience, to further develop and
grow as musicians. This is an instrument-specific performance-based course, in which students will engage in
rehearsing and performing live (group/solo contexts), masterclass/practical sessions, music theoretical and ear
training concepts, listening and analysing music and composition. An instrument-specific practical/performance-
based course, students are required to perform in one end of semester recital performance as part of their
assessment.

It is expected that students enrolling in this subject have previous instrumental musical background, as practical
performance is a requirement of this subject. Students are expected to be taking instrumental music lessons, either
within or outside of school, and must have access to an appropriate instrument (or voice) and practice space. The
College can provide highly affordable access to tutors through the Musician Development Program (MDP);
instrumental tuition is compulsory in VCE Music. A challenging but fun and rewarding subject, Year 10 Music
Performance enables students to express themselves as a musician whilst honing their musicianship skills.

This elective is a prerequisite for Units 1 and 2 VCE Music Performance.

Music Technology (semester elective)

This subject is designed for students who are passionate about creating, recording, and producing music but may
not wish to take part in traditional performance-based music classes, allowing them to express their creativity
without the pressure of live performance. In this semester elective, students will learn how to compose, edit, and
produce their own music using modern music software and audio equipment including Digital Audio Workstations
(DAW) and notation software such as Musecore. Students will also experience using microphones, speakers, and
understand the fundamentals of recording live music. Students will gain hands-on experience in music production,
audio editing, and sound design, helping them to build practical skills in a supportive and creative environment.

This subject is not a prerequisite for VCE Music but is aimed at students wishing to explore skills in music
technology. Students who wish to pursue VCE Music must also undertake the Year 10 Music - Performance elective.

This elective will prepare students for undertaking parts of VCE Music Performance.




Art Making and Exhibiting (semester elective)

This elective aims to provide students with a wide variety of exposure and experiences to Art Making and Exhibiting
by exploring a range of media such as painting, drawing, ceramics, and alternative materials. Students develop a
personal visual art journal of two-dimensional and three-dimensional work through observational and conceptual
drawings. Students will discover contemporary and historical art movements and styles. These are studied through
a research assignment and creation of artworks inspired by this exploration.

This elective prepares students for undertaking VCE Art Making and Exhibiting.

Creative Print Making (semester elective)

This visual arts elective focuses on print making techniques and processes with a practical, workshop-style
approach. Creative Print Making students explore a range of printing techniques and related processes including
Cyanotypes, mono printing, watercolour paper printing, making paper and street art stencils. Students develop a
personal folio of two-dimensional works. Students will explore contemporary and historical art movements and
styles that influence their work.

This elective is aimed at students wishing to explore Art skills but does not directly prepare students for VCE Art Making and
Exhibiting. Students who are wishing to undertake VCE Art Making and Exhibiting should also choose Year 10 Art Making
and Exhibiting as one of their electives.

Media Advertising (semester elective)

In this elective, students explore media advertising, looking at different approaches and different media outlets.
Students will evaluate, analyse and produce advertising material based on the theories discussed. Throughout this
semester, students will gain a stronger understanding of themselves as consumers and the ‘power’ of the media to
market audiences based on demographics. Students explore the power struggle between Pepsi and Coca-Cola to
understand how advertising has shaped the world. Students work on creating media products; both in a team
environment and individually

This elective prepares students for undertaking VCE Media.

Media Studies (semester elective)

In this elective, students build their skills and knowledge in a range of mediums, including, music videos,
documentaries, podcasts and print. For each medium we will explore the codes and conventions used to create
them and the ways they attract and engage specific audiences to consume them. Students will work collaboratively
with their peers as well as independently on production tasks.

This elective prepares students for undertaking VCE Media.

Visual Communication Design (semester elective)

This elective aims to build on the fundamental knowledge and skills for industrial and architectural design. Students
use technical, freehand, and computer-generated drawing and other two-dimensional and three-dimensional work.
Students learn about the development of designing, promoting, or enhancing products through the use of a brief.
This is done through the process of researching, designing, interpreting, and analysing historical and contemporary
design. Students use computer design programs such as Adobe lllustrator to further enhance their design skills.

This elective prepares students for undertaking VCE Visual Communication Design.




Fealth & Physical Education Domain

Exercise Science (semester elective)

This elective provides students with the opportunity to develop an understanding of the theoretical and
practical aspects of Exercise and Sports Science. Students will investigate acute responses and chronic
adaptations that occur in response exercise and training, while developing their understanding of the
fuels and energy systems that contribute to the body's ability to perform. The unit will introduce students
to biomechanical principles that allow them to analyse movement patterns and improve performance in
physical activity. Students will have the opportunity to apply their knowledge mainly through theoretical
sessions supported by a number of practical laboratory sessions.

This elective also falls under the Science electives and will prepare students for undertaking VCE Physical
Education.

Fitness and Training (semester elective)

The elective 'Fitness and Training' analyses the information required to form the foundation of an effective
training program. Students undertake a range of physical activities to collect data on specific physiological
responses to physical activity. Students determine the relevant factors that affect each of the fitness
components and conduct an assessment of fitness that demonstrates correct and appropriate
implementation of testing protocols and procedures and informs the design of the training program.
Using collected information, students focus on participation, implementation and evaluation of training
principles and methods from practical and theoretical perspectives. They consider the ways in which
fitness can be improved by applying appropriate training principles and methods when designing and
critiquing a training program. Students identify and consider components of an exercise training session,
and they record and analyse relevant data that can be used to adjust training.

This elective will prepare students for parts of the VCE Physical Education course.

Health (semester elective)

This elective will explore various concepts of health and wellbeing and apply them to a range of case
studies and population groups. This includes the multidimensional, subjective and dynamic nature of
health and wellbeing, the importance of the WHO pre-requisites for health, and health status. Students
investigate the promotion of health and wellbeing through healthy eating, as well as the impacts of poor
nutrition on health. Students will research youth health issues and evaluate the effectiveness of Australia’s
health promotion programs and models in promoting health and wellbeing. The concepts learnt in ‘Year
10 Health' will increase students’ understanding and application of health literacy.

This elective will prepare students for undertaking VCE Health and Human Development.




Fealth & Physical Education Domain

Personal Development Skills (semester elective)

The elective explores the key areas that influence the health, wellbeing and safety of young people.
Students investigate concepts of leadership and teamwork, and how these skills contribute to effective
collaboration in various community contexts. They explore youth health issues and strategies that
promote personal and social wellbeing, with a focus on road safety and healthy habits. Through a critical
analysis of health information, media messaging and services, students evaluate the impact of these
factors on attitudes and behaviours within their own lives and the broader community. A strong emphasis
is placed on community connection, with students identifying local health needs and engaging in a
collaborative Community Project aimed at promoting health and wellbeing.

This elective will prepare students for undertaking VCE VM Personal Development Skills

Sport Coaching (semester elective)

This elective will provide students the opportunity to develop an understanding of how to organise
recreational and sporting events. This includes developing program plans, conducting risk assessments,
creating fixtures and promotional materials, as well as processing results. Students demonstrate their
practical skills whilst facilitating events within the Berwick community. Students investigate a range of
coaching principles, whilst developing their abilities as a coach to plan and structure sessions for a range
of situations. Students develop their understanding of motor skills and how skill acquisition can impact
performance in a variety of sports.

They will gain an understanding of Work Health and Safety and Organisational policies and procedures
that apply to the industry. All theoretical concepts are supported via practical activities.

This elective will prepare students for undertaking VCE Physical Education and VET Sport and Recreation.




Accounting (semester elective)

In this course, students will develop skills in financial recording and reporting, decision-making and
problem solving. Students will gain a practical understanding of how to effectively manage personal and
business finances. The topics we cover include management of cash flow, sources of finance, choosing
appropriate suppliers, developing and analysing business budgets, calculating break-even point and profit.
Students will use financial and non-financial information to make sound decisions related to how money is
spent.

This elective will prepare students for undertaking VCE Accounting.

Business Management (semester elective)

In this course, students will explore how different businesses operate day-to-day, focusing on operations
management, marketing, and corporate social responsibility. They will learn how businesses in Australia function,
including the differences between for-profit and not-for-profit organisations, types of businesses and how this
affects their operations. Students will also develop skills in using business terms, sharing ideas, and applying
knowledge to real-life examples. The course highlights how operations management and marketing work together
to create and sell products effectively, while corporate social responsibility shows how businesses can act
responsibly in society.

This elective will prepare students for undertaking VCE Business Management.

Geography (semester elective)

This course explores two units of Geography. In the Geographies of Human Wellbeing unit, students will investigate
wellbeing at a variety of scales and explore how health, wealth and education influence wellbeing and create
inequalities. A fieldwork inquiry will see students evaluate and compare wellbeing in Berwick to another area in
regional Victoria and/or metropolitan Melbourne.

In the Environmental Change and Management unit, students will learn that the coast is a critical part of the
Australian economy and culture. Through study and fieldwork, students develop an understanding of processes
forming and changing coastal landscapes, explore challenges of coastal management, and answer the question
'how can we manage coastal change?'.

This elective will prepare students for undertaking VCE Geography.




History (semester elective)

“History never repeats itself but it rhymes” (Mark Twain)

History is full of flashpoints, movements where people died, nations fell and the world moved on, forever changed. In
this elective we explore some of the key flashpoints that have shaped the world we live in today. Flashpoints covered
include - the American Revolution, the enduring impact of the British East India Company, the upheaval of the 1960's,
and culminating with the 9/11 terrorist attacks.

This elective will prepare students for undertaking VCE History.

Legal Studies (semester elective)

In this unit students will develop knowledge of the origins and nature of Australia's legal system. Students will gain an
overview of how laws are made, including how Parliament is formed and political parties can form Government.
Students will explore the roles and responsibilities of courts at state and federal levels in enforcing and applying laws
including the key aspects of civil and criminal law, and the impact that current legal issues have on decision making.
The course includes study of contemporary representations of legal principles through case studies, exploring how
the principles of justice are upheld.

This elective is useful for those wanting to obtain some good civic knowledge as well as learn transferrable skills that
could help across all Humanities subjects at VCE.

This elective will prepare students for undertaking VCE Legal Studies

Philosophy (semester elective)

The purpose of this unit is to examine key philosophical ideas and concepts through the medium of popular
culture. The students will investigate two areas of Philosophy: Ethics and The Nature of Reality. The Ethics unit
analyses different ethical theories in relation to the texts The Dark Knight, ‘An Idiot Abroad’, and The Good Place’.
The Nature of Reality unit questions whether we can believe in the reality of our world and the possibility that reality
may not be what we think it is. These ideas will be investigated through sources such as The Matrix’ and The
Truman Show.

This elective will prepare students for undertaking VCE Philosophy.

Sociology (semester elective)

This subject focuses on the study of human behaviour and social interaction, referring to a range of sociological
perspectives and theories that offer different ways of understanding human society. Students will learn to assess and
evaluate public issues using theoretical lenses, beginning with the understanding of how public issues impact the
individual and how the individual can exacerbate the issue. Issues related to diversity and culture and how
sociologists research these issues will be studied. Students will use their sociological knowledge and apply it to the
field of drugs; researching and analysing the ethical implications of drugs through an in-depth study focussing on
uses, effects and withdrawal processes. Students will develop skills in sociological report writing, investigative abilities
and inquiry to develop critical thinking skills.

This elective will prepare students for undertaking VCE Sociology.




Languages Domain

Japanese 1

The aim of Year 10 Japanese Subject 1 language study course is to consolidate knowledge of the Japanese
language and skills students have gained in their junior years and as a preparatory course for the VCE
second language study. Through the exploration of Japanese culture students build their reading, writing,
speaking, viewing and listening skills through a range of topics related to students’ everyday worlds and
broaden their knowledge with the goal of improving their communicative and comprehension abilities.

This elective will prepare students for undertaking VCE Japanese Second Language and is a prerequisite for
Japanese 2

Japanese 2

The aim of Year 10 Japanese Subject 2 language study course is to consolidate knowledge of the advanced
Japanese language and skills students have gained in Year 10 Subject 1 and as a preparatory course for
the VCE second language study. Through the exploration of Japanese culture students build their reading,
writing, speaking, viewing and listening skills through a range of topics related to students’ everyday worlds

and broaden their knowledge with the goal of improving their communicative and comprehension
abilities.

This elective is a prerequisite for VCE Japanese Second Language and is a prerequisite for Japanese 2




Students must undertake a minimum of one Science subject from the list below.

Biology (semester elective)

In the study of Biology, students will focus on the study of genetic inheritance which involves the function of DNA,
chromosomes, genes and alleles, and the roles of mitosis and meiosis in passing on genetic information to the next
generation. They will also focus on the principles of Mendelian inheritance which can be used to predict ratios of
inherited genes and traits from parents. Students will also investigate how the processes of sexual and asexual
reproduction enable survival of species and explore the evidence supporting the theory of evolution by natural
selection.

This elective will prepare students for undertaking VCE Biology.

Chemistry (semester elective)

Are you ready to discover what your world is really made of?

In Year 10 Chemistry, you'll dive into the fascinating world of atoms (the tiny building blocks of matter) and chemical
reactions (the interactions between those atoms). Students will extend their knowledge of these topics to further
understand how to decode trends on the Periodic Table and predict the behaviour of these atoms when they
chemically bond with other elements. You'll apply science inquiry skills through hands-on observations and
investigation to examine how atoms come together to form the materials around us and be introduced to the realm
of Quantitative chemistry where you'll learn to calculate the amounts of substances involved in chemical reactions.
You'll also learn what makes chemical reactions happen faster, slower — or not at all. From lab-based testing for
types of gases to conducting investigation into the factors that affect chemical reactions, this course sets you up
with essential chemistry skills to give you a head start with VCE Chemistry.

This elective is a prerequisite for VCE Units T and 2 Chemistry.

Environmental Science (semester elective)

In this elective, students explored the interactions and interconnectedness between humans and their
environments and analysed the functions of both living and non-living elements that sustain Earth Systems.
Students analysed functions and processes within the Carbon cycle, including interactions with biotic and abiotic
factors. They examined and modelled the dynamic processes on Earth, including natural and anthropogenic climate
drivers, and presented sustainable garden design for our future. They considered mitigation strategies to climate
change, including a report on hydroelectricity. Lastly, students investigated field study methods and conducted a
School Environmental Audit

This unit will prepare students for undertaking VCE Environmental Science.

Exercise Science (semester elective)

This elective provides students with the opportunity to develop an understanding of the theoretical and practical
aspects of Exercise and Sports Science. Students will investigate acute responses and chronic adaptations that
occur during exercise while developing their understanding of the fuels and energy systems that contribute to the
body's ability to perform. The unit will introduce students to biomechanical principles that allow them to analyse
movement patterns and improve performance in physical activity. Students will have the opportunity to apply their
knowledge mainly through theoretical sessions supported by a number of practical laboratory sessions.

This elective will prepare students for undertaking VCE Physical Education.




Students must undertake a minimum of one Science subject from the list below.

Physics (semester elective)

In this elective, students will be studying units of Motion & Electromagnetism. Students will explore the effects of
forces on the motion of objects and analyse mathematical models to make predictions during practical
experiments. In the study of Electromagnetism, they will investigate the effects of magnetic and electric forces and
their application in electric motors and generators. They will design and conduct a practical investigation based on
their own individual research question.

This elective is a prerequisite for VCE Units 1T and 2 Physics.

Psychology (semester elective)

In the Year 10 Psychology elective, students will be provided with an opportunity to develop an understanding of
human behaviour and mental processes. Throughout this unit students will study the neurological structure and
functioning of the human brain, and investigate neurodegenerative diseases. Students will explore the ways in
which mental health and wellbeing can be influenced, typical and atypical behaviours, alongside the development
and treatment of mental illnesses. Furthermore, students will investigate key elements of forensic psychology, and
memory processing.

This elective will prepare students for undertaking VCE Psychology.

STEAM (semester elective)

Students who undertake STEAM as an elective will expect to combine aspects of Science, Technology, Engineering,
Arts and Mathematics in various projects throughout the semester. These include designing and building a
pressure propelled rocket using TinkerCAD, using the design process to create a strong bridge and investigating
sustainable and renewable energy in model homes and in everyday life. Finally, students will conduct a report on
these major projects to reflect on their findings and form conclusions on their build efficiency and future
improvements.

This elective will prepare students for undertaking VCE Science and VCE Design-based Technology subjects.




Students who have not studied a Technology in year 9 must study a minimum of one technology
elective in year 10.

Computing (semester elective)

Information Technology is a semester long course that will provide opportunities for students to learn to visualise
data and create ways for others to be more informed through the use of infographics. Students will also explore
techniques to create content for virtual reality devices, learning to collaborate as part of a team to resolve problems
and consider the user experience. Further, students will learn practical basics of spreadsheet management using
Excel. Information Technology provides students with the foundation knowledge, which could lead to
apprenticeship positions, further VCE Information Technology studies or VET IT

This elective will prepare students for undertaking VCE Computing and VET Information Communications Technology.

Construction Skills and Knowledge (semester elective)

This subject provides the opportunity for students to develop basic skills and knowledge of the building and
construction industry. Students will participate in various tasks that are regularly performed within the industry
including building design, carpentry skills, use of power tools, as well as developing skills in time management,
estimating and quoting and gaining a basic understanding of occupational health and safety requirements within
the industry.

This elective will prepare students for undertaking VET Building and Construction and VET Plumbing

Food Technology - Café Culture (semester elective)

This elective will provide opportunities for students to study Melbourne's café culture. Students will have the
opportunity to produce a variety of café-style foods including breakfasts, light meals, cakes and coffees. Course
outcomes will be achieved through a series of design briefs, allowing students to investigate, generate, produce and
evaluate food and beverages. A range of equipment and ingredients will be utilised during the semester. Café
Culture allows students to develop knowledge and skills in relation to meal preparation, with a focus on breakfast
dishes, meal presentation, food service and cake decorating.

This elective will prepare students for undertaking VCE Food Studies and VET Cookery.

Food Technology - World of Food (semester elective)

This elective will provide opportunities for students to study Indigenous, modern Australian and global food
influences. Students will have the opportunity to explore diverse food customs through investigation and
production tasks. Course outcomes are achieved through a series of design briefs allowing students to investigate,
generate, produce and evaluate food products. A range of ingredients and cooking methods will be utilised during
the semester. World of Food allows students to develop knowledge and skills in relation to food patterns, and to
use Indigenous ingredients in contemporary canapés, and when producing globally inspired street foods.

This elective will prepare students for undertaking VCE Food Studies and VET Cookery.




Product Design (semester elective)

In this subject, students will be provided the opportunity to develop skills and knowledge about the design industry.
Students will design and create a coffee table and will develop their skills in use of timber and tools and will have
opportunities to personalise their coffee table using acrylic, 3D-printing or safely testing other materials of their
choice. Students will be introduced to the “Double Diamond” design process to create their folio and be able to
participate in problem-based design programs to personalise their coffee table. Students will then showcase their
product and folio to their peers and to engage in entrepreneurial activities to evaluate and gather feedback on their
creation.

This elective will prepare students for undertaking VCE Product Design (mixed materials)

Software Development (semester elective)

In this subject, students explore how software is designed, written, and improved using real-world programming
techniques. Through a mostly project-based approach, students will focus on designing and building small-scale
applications that reflect how modern software is created. Key topics include core programming principles, data
structures such as stacks and queues, and an introduction to algorithms like sorting and trees.

This subject is recommended for students who have completed Year 9 Software Development (Python), but it is also
open to motivated students with an interest in coding, logic, and digital problem-solving.

This elective will prepare students for undertaking VCE Applied Computing and VET Information Communications
Technology.

Systems Engineering (semester elective)

This program focuses on a hands-on approach to engineering and robotic fundamentals as the basis of
understanding concepts, principles and components that operate in mechanical and electronic systems.
The students will be given an opportunity to develop skills in understanding systems design,
manufacturing, identifying and describing different types of complex systems, mechanisms and
applications. Students will also be given the opportunity to use mathematical calculations and applied
physics to explain real world physical characteristics.

Students will further develop programming skills through the use of the Arduino programming platform
and learn about basic electronics and circuitry through the introduction of embedded systems and
robotics. Students will have the opportunity to build a beginner friendly, Arduino robot, which will enable
them to experiment with custom circuits.

This elective will prepare students for undertaking VCE Systems Engineering.




Contoe for FHigher Education Studies (QFHES)

The Centre for Higher Education Studies (CHES) provides the opportunity for high-achieving and
high-ability students from across Victorian government schools with opportunities for extension,
acceleration, and enrichment as part of their overall Year 10 and VCE program.

In 2026, CHES are offering specialised Year 10 electives for high-achieving Year 10 students. Each
of these electives are one semester in length with flexible study options. Students can apply to
study more than one of these electives but will only be able to complete one each semester.
Students will be expected to complete 2-3 hours of hy-flex learning each week for the semester.
Each subject has one live lesson per week plus an optional tutorial,

Introduction to Algorithmics

This subject will allow students to develop their computational and analytical thinking skills, engage with
solving problems using pseudocode (including an introduction to using Python for coding). Students will
learn how to solve real world problems using computational methods and about different types of Abstract
Data Types.

Structure

Students will create individual and group Algorithm Design Projects.

Prerequisites

There are no prerequisites for this subject but students should have strong numeracy skills.

Assessment

Students will be assessed on their responses to their individual and group projects.

Pathways

This subject aligns with the Victorian Curriculum Digital Technologies standards. It will prepare students for
Algorithmics Units 3 & 4.

Critical Thinking for Creative Minds

This subject will allow students to develop their critical thinking skills in the context of contemporary issues
on a local, national and global scale. Students will learn how to construct strong arguments, apply logic and
reasoning to solve problems, and evaluate sources effectively. Students will participate in both informal and
formal debates to engage in active listening, as well as presenting their own positions on topics. Reflecting
on their own thinking (meta cognition) and how they can apply strategies to other learning areas will be
explicitly taught throughout the course.

Structure

Students will learn how to ask the ‘right’ questions, understand and construct different types of arguments
and apply strategies to solve problems.

Prerequisites

There are no prerequisites for this subject but students should have strong literacy skills.

Assessment

Students will be assessed on their responses to Critical Thinking questions and presentation of impromptu
and prepared speeches.

Pathways

This subject aligns with the Victorian Curriculum Critical and Creative Thinking standards. It will prepare
students for Extended Investigation Units 3 & 4.




Research Matters

This subject gives students the opportunity to develop their knowledge and understanding of what it means
to research and complete their own independent investigation into an area of their choice. Students will be
taught how to navigate the wealth of information available to them, critically evaluating the resources,
methods and ideas found, and applying these skills to their own research.

Structure

Students will develop their own research question, test and evaluate research methods, collect primary
evidence and present their findings in an exhibition and research journal.

Prerequisites

There are no prerequisites for this subject but students should have strong literacy skills.

Assessment

Students will be assessed on their research journal, completed throughout the semester and their
presentation of research at the CHES Expo.

Pathways

This subject aligns with the Victorian Curriculum Critical and Creative Thinking standards. It will prepare
students for Extended Investigation Units 3 & 4.

LingoLab: Unveiling the Wonders of Real-world Language

This subject is designed for students who want to know how language works in real life. Language
communicates our emotions and ideas in everyday settings, not just in books and films. Therefore, our
studies will focus on all things language related, from sounds to sentences, words to vocal effects, and
everything in between. Using the English Language as a lens, students will also explore how language is
used for creative endeavours and how its use online has promoted further linguistic change.

Structure

Students will learn about the metalinguistic tools linguists use to analyse language, write analytically and
apply language features to their own creative writing.

Prerequisites

There are no prerequisites for this subject but students should have strong literacy skills.

Assessment

Students will be assessed on their analysis of language in a folio of textual annotations completed
throughout the elective and discussion of language.

Pathways

This subject aligns with the Victorian Curriculum English standards. It will prepare students for VCE English
Language.

Applications to CHES

Students who are interested in applying to study one of the CHES Year 10 electives will be required to
indicate their intent to apply on their web preference course selection form. The Senior School Curriculum
Leader Ms. Sarah Day, will then support interested students in their application. Please be aware that CHES
will notify students of the outcome of their application at the end of November.




Can | change subjects and if so when?

There are set periods during each academic year where students are permitted to request changes to their
subject lists. No changes can be made outside of these periods. Changes can be requested during:
e The first two weeks of commencement
* A set period prior to the start of Semester 2. Dates of this subject change period will be published via MS
Teams.

Students requesting a subject change will be required to complete a subject change form and submit this to
the Year 10 Engagement Leaders office by the published date. Every attempt will be made to accommodate
student requests within the constraints of the timetable and existing class sizes.

Can | study a language outside of school?

Students are able to apply directly to a language school to study a language subject that Kambrya College does
not offer. Year 10 students who opt to study a language outside of school do so as an additional subject to
their full year 10 academic program at Kambrya. Students can find out further information about the Victorian
School of Languages via their website https://www.vsl.vic.edu.au

O} ebsites that may Pphavide assistarce

VCAA: Study designs Pages - VCE Study Designs (vcaa.vic.edu.au)
VTAC: www.vtac.edu.au

My Future Careers Site www.myfuture.edu.au

Youth Central www.youthcentral.vic.gov.au

Victorian Skills Gateway www.skills.vic.gov.au

The Good Universities Guide www.gooduniversitiesguide.com.au
Labour market insights https://labourmarketinsights.gov.au/

* Individual university websites can also provide information about courses and future study options.



https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/Pages/vce-study-designs.aspx
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flabourmarketinsights.gov.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7CKelly.Kinsella%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ccaedbfaf5b7e4e14174b08da4cf2de4f%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637906903233424142%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yrZwM5OpvTLZaNPWsPVveUJXa3BZY9Id98LuRxMm5NY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.vsl.vic.edu.au/
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