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Green Purchasing Policy 
This policy links to Core Module Action A1.12 and Energy Module Action A7.4. 

Rationale 

Kambrya College is committed to sustainable practices in the community. It will 

endeavour to purchase 'green products' in order to reduce its environmental impact and 

to help 'close the loop'. The college wishes to reduce its ecological footprint and to 

promote environmentally friendly choices to students. 

School sustainability vision and principles 

At Kambrya College we strive to inspire our whole school community to connect with the 

environment and to make a positive contribution to sustainability at school, home and 

beyond.  

Aims 
● To support staff to purchase products that maximise energy and water efficiency and 

minimise waste, pollution and habitat loss.  

● To promote a green purchasing culture.  

● To reduce unnecessary purchasing. 

● To make purchasing decisions based on the ‘waste hierarchy’ and circular economy 

principles. 

 

Waste hierarchy 

Avoid: Identify ways of carrying out a function or task without using materials that 

generate waste e.g. send information electronically instead of on paper.  

Reduce: Use less in the first place to avoid waste e.g. purchase in bulk to reduce 

packaging and print double-sided copies of documents rather than single-sided.  

Reuse: Use the same item more than once and extend the life of products and 

equipment before replacing them. Aim to re-use or repair existing products. Ensure new 

purchases are durable, have a long service life and are easy to maintain and upgrade.  

Recycle: Purchase products that contain recycled materials or those that have or can be 

re-manufactured or recycled.  
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Implementation 
When feasible, along with the above waste hierarchy, Kambrya Secondary College will:  

● Purchase products that meet Australian Standards 
● Purchase paper and wood products obtained from post-consumer recycled, forest 

stewardship council (FSC) certified, salvaged or renewable sources 

● Purchase energy efficient appliances, or those within budget, considering the 

lifetime of the product 

● Grow our own produce for food technology 

● Use renewable energy (such as solar power, when available) 

● Conserve water or use water efficiently, utilising rainwater when possible (eg. to 

water gardens and flush toilets) 

● Prioritise the use of reused and upcycled art supplies, before considering the 

purchase of recycled and eco-friendly supplies 

● Reuse, repurpose, or purchase furniture and other school facilities (eg. doors, 

planting boxes etc.) made from recycled materials also in collaboration with other 

local schools 

● Families and students linked in to sustainable school shop for booklist needs and 

recycling old resources 

 

Links and documents related to this policy: 
● ResourceSmart Schools Online: my.resourcesmartschools.vic.gov.au 

● Sustainability Victoria: www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/schools 

 

Endorsement 
This policy will be reviewed biannually or more often if necessary due to changes in 

regulations or circumstances dictate. 

Ratified by Stacey Rindel 

Title Environment and Sustainability Coordinator 

Signature  

Date 14/05/2025 
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