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Welcome to the Musician Development Program at Kambrya
College! This handbook contains everything you need to know
about being part of our vibrant music community.

"Learning a musical instrument is associated with better
cognitive skills and school grades as well as higher
conscientiousness, openness and ambition."
- A. Hille, J. Schupp, 2013

For Kambrya College to be the school of choice for young and
aspiring musicians.

We will foster a culture of music performance and musicianship at
junior levels and provide strong music pathways to effectively
prepare students for VCE Music Performance.

Music is fun. Students should be able to enjoy music. We want to
create better musicians.

WELCOME
TO MDP
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT



The Musician Development Program (formerly the Instrumental Music
Program) is an extra-curricular program available to all students in
Years 7-12. It caters for young musicians from all backgrounds who
wish to pursue their interest in music performance and excellence
beyond the scope of classroom music.

Program Highlights (2026 Stats)
243 students enrolled in MDP
19 ensembles performing regularly
11 instruments offered
14 specialist teachers
Countless performance opportunities throughout the year!

WHAT IS MDP?
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Classroom Music
Year 7: No classroom music offered - join MDP instead!
Year 8: Mainstream Music class for one semester
Years 9-10: Music available as an elective
Years 11-12: VCE Music Performance Units 1-4

MDP Pathway
MDP runs alongside classroom music as an extra-curricular
program, providing:

Instrumental music tuition and training
Ensemble participation and performances
Development and coaching opportunities

For Year 7 students: MDP is especially valuable as there is no
classroom music option available. We strongly encourage Year 7
enrolment so students can begin their music studies and develop
practical skills as early as possible.

HOW MDP FITS INTO
MUSIC AT KAMBRYA



MEET THE TEAM

ADRIAN VIOLI
Director of Music

Classroom | Drums

RYAN HICKS
Classroom Music

Guitar

LIZ VIOLI
Classroom Music

Voice

MATT MCKINON
Classroom Music

BRODIE O’HALLORAN
Voice

FRANK LAMACCHIA
Drums

XUE-ER XIAO
Piano

DAMIEN MAUGHAN
Brass

CLAIRE MCGANN
Woodwind

TOM ENGLISH
Woodwind

TAHLIA LEEDEKERKEN
Arts Admin

MITCH CAIRNS
Bass | Guitar

JUDE PERL
Voice | Piano

ANNA TERO
Voice

ANDREW SHIELDS
Guitar
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MDP Junior Musician Program (group
practical tuition and coursework)
MDP Training/Relevant Ensembles
MDP Theory Certificate

YEAR 7

Mainstream classroom music (one semester)
MDP Training Program (group tuition)
MDP Training/Intermediate Ensembles

YEAR 8

Music Elective - Classroom
MDP Core Program (individual tuition)
MDP Intermediate Ensembles

YEAR 9

Music Performance or Tech Elective
MDP Core Program (individual tuition)
MDP Senior Ensembles
Optional Production Ensemble

YEAR 10

VCE Music Performance Units 1-4
MDP Core Program (individual tuition)
MDP Senior Ensembles
Optional Production Ensemble/Special Performances

YEAR 11-12

YOUR MUSIC JOURNEY
AT KAMBRYA

Participation in MDP
supports student well-
being and development in
many ways:

Discipline
Creative thinking
Self-management and
organization
Teamwork
Sense of achievement
Boost to self-esteem and
confidence
Friendship and
community
Fun and stress relief
And so much more!
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OTHER INSTRUMENTS

Piano
Voice

SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY
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INSTRUMENTS OFFERED

Trumpet
Trombone
Euphonium

BRASS

Flute
Clarinet
Alto Saxophone
Tenor Saxophone

WOODWIND

MDP ENSEMBLES

Junior Concert Band
Intermediate Concert Band
Senior Concert Band
Choir
Drumlines
Guitar Ensembles

CORE ENSEMBLES

Contemporary Bands
Jazz Combo
Junior Vocal Group
Production Band
Senior Vocal Group
MDP Songwriter
Stage Band

SPECIALIST ENSEMBLES

Students will be allocated to core ensembles by their instrumental
teacher or the Director of Music based on their instrument and skill level.

Drumkit/Percussion
Guitar/Bass Guitar



An MDP student who has been part of the program for more than one
year may be invited to be part of a specialist ensemble. It is important to
note that being part of a specialist ensemble is an ADDITIONAL
commitment. Students will still be expected to attend their core
ensemble rehearsals.

Entry into the specialist ensembles is subject to many factors,
including but not limited to;

How long a student has been enrolled in MDP
Student reliability and attendance in allocated core ensemble
Student attitude and commitment to the program
Student skill level
Specialist ensemble availability
In some cases (For Example Senior Vocal Group) an audition is
required
Whether a student is considering a VCE classroom music pathway

These ensembles have been created to give our dedicated MDP
members something to strive for. It is not assumed all MDP members will
be allocated to one. If a student is particularly interested 
in being part of one, we encourage them to speak with 
their instrumental teachers and the Director of Music 
about the best way forward.

MDP ENSEMBLE
PATHWAYS
CORE ENSEMBLES

SPECIALIST ENSEMBLES

If students have elected the subsidised fee structure, participation in one of
the MDP Core ensembles is compulsory. The ensemble you are allocated to
will depend on your instrument, your skill level, experience and teacher. The
Director of Music and MDP instrumental staff will work together to assign
you to a core ensemble that will benefit you most.
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Weekly Lessons
One 30-minute lesson per week with an instrumental music specialist on
your chosen instrument. Lessons occur on a rotating timetable during
class time, and students are excused from regular classes to attend.

Tuition Levels/Lesson Types:
Years 7/8: Training Groups
Years 8/9: Small Groups
Years 10-12: Individual Lessons

Ensemble Participation
Admission into an MDP ensemble as directed by your instrumental
specialist. Rehearsals take place at lunchtime or before/after school
(7:30-8:30am or 3:00-3:45pm).

Ensemble participation is compulsory for all MDP students receiving
subsidised fees.

Additional Benefits
Entry into the MDP Theory Certificate (compulsory for Year 7/new
students)
Access to MDP-specific masterclasses with industry professionals
Opportunities to perform at various College events throughout the
year such as assemblies, and pop up concerts.
Solo performance opportunities in MDP Studio Concerts (once per
term)
Group performances in MDP Ensemble Concerts (once per semester
- compulsory)
Access to rehearsal/practice rooms at recess and lunchtimes.

WHAT’S INCLUDED IN
YOUR MDP
MEMBERSHIP?

8



All new MDP students are required to take part in and complete the MDP
Theory Certificate. This program covers fundamental music theory and
practical knowledge where classroom is not offered at a year 7 level. This is
a compulsory unit for students and it is included in your MDP
membership.

This program includes:
Working with instrumental teachers in small groups to refine practical
work
Completing self-paced, online theory tasks via Compass/MS Teams
Assessment throughout the year
Certificate awarded at semester's end
Alignment with Victorian School Curriculum

This early exposure is crucial to ensure students are at (or above) expected
levels when starting Year 8 classroom music. It provides opportunities to
meet and work with their MDP peers and ensures music pathways are
more accessible throughout their secondary education.

Students who are enrolled in the certificate will be contacted that the
beginning of the year via email and MS Teams.

JUNIOR MUSICIAN
PROGRAM
MDP CERTIFICATE
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MDP ASSESSMENT 
Students are assessed informally through:

Regular performance feedback in solo and group contexts from
instrumental and classroom teachers
Semester ensemble performance participation in concerts and
performances
Semester LAB reports tracking instrument progress and ensemble
participation
Junior Musician Program Certificate with ongoing assessments (Year
7/New MDP members)

Parents are welcome and encouraged to reach out to Instrumental staff
throughout the year if they would like further feedback.
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Throughout the year, MDP students have exclusive access to
masterclasses with professional musicians and industry experts. These
sessions provide invaluable insights into music performance,
techniques, and career pathways.

All masterclasses are optional for MDP students. The cost of these
masterclasses are additional to MDP membership but provide an
incredible opportunity to hear first hand experiences from professional
musicians. Highly recommended!

MDP
MASTERCLASSES

STUDENT
EXPECTATIONS
As an MDP member, you are expected to:

Check MS Teams and emails regularly for important
information!
Perform regularly in front of others, including peer groups and the
wider community (with consultation from your IM teacher)
Actively participate in all program activities, rehearsals, and
performances as determined by music staff
Have access to your chosen instrument outside of college and
commit to regular home practice each week
Maintain 80% attendance at all lessons, rehearsals, and scheduled
masterclasses
Be open-minded when exposed to new and unfamiliar music
styles
Conduct yourself professionally and meet the college's rules and
expectations
Demonstrate self-management by checking Compass for
timetables, understanding when assessments clash (CATs), and
communicating with classroom teachers about missed work
Take responsibility for your musical development and progress!



Being a member of MDP is a great
opportunity to further your

musicianship skills and become a better
musician. Here are some tips from the
Music Staff to maximise your potential

and participation:

LISTEN TO MUSIC AS MUCH AS YOU CAN

Good musicians listen to music for inspiration and to learn. Get into
the habit of listening as much as you can. AND, listen to as much
different music as you can - Jazz, Classical, Latin, Pop, Rock, Funk,

Fusion, Hard Rock, Reggae, Dance, Metal - you just never know
where the next inspiration can come from, and listening to the

masters opens your mind to what's possible. Check out YouTube for
great videos too! Just make sure you're watching the right stuff!

PRACTICE REGULARLY & CONSISTENTLY – 
YOUR KEY TO SUCCESS

Students should aim to be on and practice their
instrument daily. While practicing every day cannot

always be achieved, it's best to aim to do so to
maximise results. Students that practice regularly

will always progress faster. Think of practice as
homework for MDP or Music Class!

GETTING THE MOST
FROM YOUR MDP

MEMBERSHIP...

11



MAKE SURE YOU'RE AT ENSEMBLE REHEARSALS
EVERY WEEK – BE A TEAM PLAYER!

Ensembles are a critical part of our program at Kambrya, and the
opportunities and experiences that can be had by solid participation

is second to none. However, by being in an ensemble, you are part
of a team, and inconsistent attendance to rehearsals lets the team
down and makes it hard for everyone to move forward and achieve
their best. Be a team player, be there for rehearsal every week, and

get ready for a really fun and awesome experience!

ALWAYS HAVE AN OPEN MIND

Students may not always love every piece of music they play, but
remember the music staff at Kambrya are aiming to make better

musicians, and this means making well-rounded and versatile
musicians! Learning/studying different styles, learning to read music,

and participating in as many ensembles as possible is a critical
component to achieving this goal. Have an open mind and a positive

attitude and watch how you grow each week!

BE AN ORGANISED MUSICIAN

Lessons are posted on Compass every week. Get into the habit of
checking Compass and making note of your lesson time every

week. Make certain that you always arrive ready to learn with all
required materials including your lesson folder. Then, take your

instrument home so you can practice!

GETTING THE MOST
FROM YOUR MDP

MEMBERSHIP...
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FAQS

ABOUT MDP

What is MDP?
The Musician Development Program (MDP) is Kambrya College's extra-
curricular Instrumental Music and Ensemble Program.

Is Music a classroom subject at Kambrya?
Yes. Music is a mainstream subject but not in Year 7. Music occurs for all
students in Year 8 for one semester before becoming an elective for
Years 9-12 (VCE).

If I'm doing classroom music, is this the same as MDP?
 No. MDP is separate and additional to the classroom program. You need
to apply separately for MDP. However, now that mainstream classroom
music is no longer offered in Year 7, MDP is a great way to get a head
start in music training ahead of Year 8.

If I'm doing classroom music in Year 8, do I need to do MDP?
Not necessarily, but if you are a musician, it's highly recommended as
MDP focuses on developing crucial performance/technical skills on the
instrument as well as general music theory.

MDP JUNIOR MUSICIAN PROGRAM / THEORY CERTIFICATE

What is an MDP Theory Certificate?

Due to mainstream music not running in Year 7, the junior music theory
certificates are available to Year 7 or any new MDP student. They cover
the basics of music theory, all delivered through a self-paced and
interactive resource document and online assignments - shared via MS
Teams. Students can work at their own pace with support from their
instrumental music teachers. All content and materials are included in
MDP fees.
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FAQS CONT.

ENROLMENT AND FEES

How long is MDP enrolment expected for?
MDP enrolment is expected for at least the full year and can be continued
once enrolled. Students who wish can exit the program if required at the
conclusion of a term/semester.

I'm a current MDP student. Does my enrolment roll over to the next
year?
Yes. For current students, it will be assumed that they are continuing with
MDP the next year and offers will be sent.

How much does MDP cost?
Fees are tiered for students from Junior (starting at $260 p/a). This allows
for cheaper group tuition in junior years and more specialized individual
instruction in later years. MDP fees work out to be as cheap as $6.50 per
lesson compared to a recommended rate of $39.00 per lesson outside of
the college.

Our concert levy of $20 is also applied to any MDP student enrolment. Hire
fees for Brass/Woodwind instruments is $200 if hiring from the college
(subject to availability). Woodwind students can have a box of reeds
included in their tuition fees. Students must also have an MDP Polo Shirt –
one-time payment of $37.

Why are there two different fee options?
The government subsidises fees for any instrumental music student who is
in an ensemble. Therefore, lessons are cheaper for any student who is
actively willing to be part of ensembles. If a student does not participate in
ensembles, they can't be counted in funding submissions and therefore will
attract a much higher fee in accordance with the Victorian Music Teachers'
Association (VMTA) of $39.00 a lesson.

Are MDP fees refundable?
No. Any fees that require returning can be credited to your school account
to be allocated to other fees in the event MDP membership is cancelled.
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FAQS CONT.

ENROLMENT AND FEES CONT.

Where can I pay MDP fees?
 Fees can be paid over the phone or directly by contacting the College front
office. Fees are also available to access through the parent Compass portal.
Payment plans and options to pay in instalments can be arranged via this
platform or by contacting accounts. A reminder that a down payment is
required to commence lessons in MDP.

What happens to my fees if I leave MDP or am exited from MDP?
 Any overpaid fees will be credited to your account to be used for other
college-related expenses.

LESSONS

What are the different lesson categories for MDP?
Students are allocated to three key lesson categories based on their
level/year/age:

Junior (Year 7/8) – Training/Ensemble type tuition of up to 6 students
per group, but usually smaller
Intermediate (Year 8/9) – Small groups of up to 2 or 3 students per
group
Senior (Year 10/11/12) – Individual Tuition

What instruments can I learn at Kambrya in MDP?
MDP currently offers lessons on Voice, Saxophone (Tenor/Alto), Clarinet,
Flute, Trumpet, Trombone, Guitar, Bass Guitar, Drumkit, and Piano. 

What happens if I can't get lessons on my desired instrument?
Places in MDP are limited. You will be either offered a position on an
available instrument or allocated to a waiting list.

I have lessons outside of the college, can I still be part of MDP?
Yes, absolutely. Depending on the instrument, you may be eligible (and
encouraged!) to join an MDP ensemble and participate in
concerts/performances. Please reach out if this is the case.
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FAQS CONT.

LESSONS CONT.

I want to learn an instrument that MDP does not offer. Is this possible?
Unfortunately, only instruments offered by MDP can be learned at school.

Can I learn more than one instrument in MDP?
Yes. Students who are capable and have good organisation skills can sign
up to receive lessons on more than one instrument in MDP. This may,
however, mean that they perform in multiple ensembles and do more
performances.

How soon can lessons commence after I've paid?
As soon as a down payment has been received by the office, the Director of
Music and instrumental music teacher will be notified. Lessons will then be
scheduled on Compass. The instrumental music teacher will make contact
before the first lesson.

How many lessons a term do I get?
Lessons are attempted at a minimum of eight (8) lessons a term. But we try
to do instrumental lessons every week of the term, so in most cases,
students will receive ten (10) lessons per term or one per week, whichever is
closest.

How long are MDP instrumental lessons each week?
Instrumental music lessons are 30 minutes each week.

Will lessons in MDP be individual or group?
This depends on ability and levels but generally, Year 7 students will be
allocated to a group lesson by default unless space in the teacher's
timetable allows otherwise. Individual lessons are reserved for senior
students first.

When are MDP lessons scheduled to happen during the week?
MDP instrumental lessons occur during class time during the regular
school week.

16



FAQS CONT.

LESSONS CONT.

Will my instrumental music lesson be at the same time each week?
No. Lessons rotate so that students don't miss the same class every week.
Where are lesson times posted?

Lessons are posted on Compass every week. MDP students are allocated to
an MDP class – Voice1, Brass4, Drums2, etc. These lessons will appear on
students' timetables. In the event that Compass isn't available, MS Teams or
email will be used. Compass is always the primary checking point.

Will my instrumental music teacher collect me from class?
 No. It is solely the responsibility of the student to attend their MDP
instrumental music lessons. If a student forgets, the lesson is automatically
forfeited.

TEACHERS AND COMMUNICATION

How are the MDP teachers different to my other teachers?
MDP teachers are instrumental specialists. They are qualified and
experienced performers and offer valuable and quality instruction on
learning a music instrument. MDP teachers come to the college
specifically each week for instrumental music lessons on a part-time
basis as they often teach at other colleges.

How will my instrumental music teacher communicate with me
during the week?
MDP primary sources of communication are through Compass, Email,
and Microsoft Teams.

What's the best way to communicate with my instrumental teacher?
Email through Compass or via Microsoft Teams general/private
channels.

17



FAQS CONT.

ATTENDANCE AND ABSENCES

What happens if I miss a lesson?
If a lesson is missed without notice, an instrumental music teacher may
issue a yellow Compass chronical to alerts parents and school leaders of the
absences. If missing lessons becomes more regular, they may contact
home to inquire as to why the student was absent. Subsequent concerns
may result in meetings with the music director to discuss why non-
attendance is an issue.  It is courteous to let the instrumental teacher know
why the absence occurred.

What do I do if I know I can't come to a lesson?
If you know in advance you will be absent on the day of a lesson (Reasons
may be a scheduled CAT or SAC, excursion, camp etc) contact the
instrumental music teacher directly. In some cases, lesson times might be
able to be swapped or moved. This isn't always possible on the day,
however.

What happens if I'm sick on the day of a lesson?
 In the event a student is sick, it is courteous to let the instrumental music
teacher know in advance or with as much notice as possible via email,
Compass, or MS Teams. The lesson for that day is automatically forfeited.

What happens if my instrumental music teacher is sick?
In the event a teacher is sick, students will be notified through Compass,
email, or MS Teams, and a note will be put on the door of the space they
usually teach in. Lessons are automatically forfeited for that day.

What happens if I have a CAT or SAC on the day/time of my lesson?
If you know about an assessment in advance, negotiate directly with the
instrumental teacher about moving your lesson time. This is the
responsibility of the student. MDP teachers do not know everyone's
assessment dates/days. Lessons can be rescheduled in this case. If you
leave it till the day of the lesson, it's likely your lesson will not be able to be
rescheduled in time, so it's good to be ahead of the game.
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FAQS CONT.
MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT

What materials do I need to bring to my instrumental music lessons?
It will vary from teacher to teacher, but generally students will need to bring
their instrument (sticks for drummers), their laptop/device, their lesson
folder/books and water bottle.

Do I need my own instrument, or can I hire one?
It is advised that students invest in their own quality instrument, but hire is
available for woodwind/brass instruments for Year 7 and 8 students. Regardless,
it is expected that MDP students have access to an instrument and practice
space at home. Students who hire an instrument should really look to purchase
after their first or second year of learning if they wish to continue. Hire is only
available for brass/woodwind instruments.

What happens if I wish to hire an instrument, but Kambrya's allocation of
instruments are full?
A recommended strategy is to do a Rent To Buy package through one of our
trusted retailer outlets for instruments such as Ozwinds (www.ozwinds.com.au)
or The Music Place (www.musicplace.com.au). These packages allow you to rent
an instrument, but the rental fee goes towards paying it off, allowing for
ownership sooner.

Do I need to bring my instrument to school?
If you are learning guitar, woodwind, or brass instruments, they would need to
be brought to school, yes.

Where do I store my instrument if I bring it to school?
 MDP has a locker hire system for you to safely store your instruments on the day
of your lesson. Students can come to the Music office to sign out a lock and key.
Larger instruments can be stored in instrumental rooms or on the guitar racks
as organised with your instrumental teacher. Do not leave your instrument on
the floor or in common areas. 

Can I leave my instrument overnight at school?
It's recommended that students always take their instruments home with them.
Besides, if instruments are at school overnight or over the holidays, how are you
doing any practice?!

Am I responsible for damage to instrument/s?
Yes. Students and parents are solely responsible/liable for any damages caused
to school instruments through neglect or misuse.
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FAQS CONT.

PRACTICE

Do I need to practice my instrument between lessons?
It is expected that all MDP members practice their instrument between
lessons. To get good value for money, practice on the instrument is a
vital part of developing skills. Progress will be significantly halted if the
student does not practice. It's super important.

How much should I practice?
 This varies from younger students to older ones:

Year 7: 15 minutes per day
Year 8: 20 minutes per day
Year 9: 30-40 minutes per day
Year 10: 45-60 minutes per day
Year 11 (VCE Units 1 & 2): 1-1.5 hours per day
Year 12 (VCE Units 3 & 4): 1-2 hours per day

Goal-focused practice is the best – however long it takes to achieve that
goal.

UNIFORM

Do I need an MDP Polo Shirt?
YES. This is a compulsory performance uniform item. This will be added
to your MDP fees. You can have a custom name on the back. You'll wear
this Polo shirt for all MDP performances.

Can I wear the MDP Polo shirt instead of regular uniform?
No. The MDP Polo is only to be worn for performances – Ensemble
Concerts, for example.
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FAQS CONT.
PERFORMANCES

Do I have to perform on my instrument in MDP?
MDP strives to develop better musicians. Part of this is performance. It is
expected that all MDP students demonstrate performance in some
capacity – either via solo performances or in ensembles. It's a great
wellbeing boost too!

What performances can I expect in MDP?
By default, we have one Studio Concert a term and one Ensemble
Concert a semester. There may be other performances such as feeder
primary school tours, assemblies, transition evenings, and other school
events.

What's the difference between an Ensemble Concert and a Studio
Concert?
A Studio Concert features solo performances – a chance to perform in
front of a live audience and for parents to see what's being learned in
lessons. These are optional.

An Ensemble concert is where all college bands come together for one
big performance night. These are compulsory events for MDP.

So, Ensemble Concerts are compulsory? What happens if I don't
attend?
Yes. The Ensemble Concerts are a mandatory performance event for all
MDP members, and attendance is expected in accordance with the
terms and conditions of enrolment and the contract which parents will
sign. Failure to attend this event will result in an additional fee for tuition
(non-subsidised) because the student is no longer meeting the
ensemble requirement from the region to qualify for subsidised
fees/funding.

What are the non-subsidised fees that will be charged for non-
attendance at an Ensemble Concert?
Parents will be invoiced remaining amounts to meet our non-subsidised
fee schedule for that semester (less any fees already paid). These totals
are: $450 – training groups / $600 – small group / $810 – individual.
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FAQS CONT.
MASTERCLASSES

What are MDP Masterclasses?
MDP Masterclasses are live sessions where industry professionals visit
the college to deliver a talk/performance to the MDP students in the
theatre. It's an opportunity for students to see and hear professional
musicians up close and personal, ask questions, etc. These
masterclasses have been very successful.
.
Are MDP Masterclasses compulsory?
No. But all MDP members are strongly encouraged to attend
Masterclasses.

ENSEMBLES

What is an ensemble?
Ensemble is another term for musical group/band. MDP has ensembles
as a means for group performance in the program.

What ensembles does Kambrya College offer?
Refer to the Ensembles section of this document for the full list of our
MDP core and specialist ensembles

Why do I have to be in an MDP ensemble?
The government/region gives us funding for MDP, but only students
that are in ensembles are counted. Ensembles, however, offer amazing
opportunities to develop and apply musical skills learned in lessons. It
makes you a better musician!

When do the MDP ensembles rehearse?
Ensemble rehearsals can occur before school, after school, or at
lunchtime.

Do I need to practice ensemble pieces between rehearsals?
It is expected that all ensemble members practice their parts between
rehearsals. That way, rehearsals are more efficient and effective.
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FAQS CONT.
VCE MUSIC

Is MDP compulsory for Senior/VCE Music students?
Yes. All students completing Year 10 or Units 1-4 VCE Music Performance
are expected to be having lessons on their instrument either at school or
outside of school. If students choose to have lessons outside of the
college, they will still be required to participate in ensembles to
demonstrate group performance, meet VCE Outcomes, and develop
musicianship. It is also expected that our senior students are setting a
good example for the junior students.

How does MDP support VCE Music?
VCE Music is primarily about performing and demonstrating
instrumental skills. The masterclasses, direct instruction from
instrumental music professionals combined with unique performance
opportunities (in both Solo and Group contexts) all build and develop
vital skills for Outcome 1 VCE Music Performance.

EXITING THE PROGRAM

How do I exit MDP should I wish?
We'd be sad to see you go, but this must be done in writing (email is
acceptable) to the head of music or arts administrator –
MDP@kambyracollege.vic.edu.au

OTHER PROGRAMS

What is the Songwriter Class?
This is an initiative that allows students to focus on songwriting and
composition. The class runs like any other ensemble – after school
rehearsal. 

Is MDP the same as the Production?
No. Whilst some MDP students are in the College Production, this is a
separate extra-curricular undertaking to MDP. Production is a very
worthwhile endeavour though!
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MUSICIAN DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAM | MDP 
Fee Structures 2027 

 
Additional fees may/will apply for MDP specific excursions / Masterclasses 
Penalty fees will apply for non-attendance at Ensemble Concerts if fee structure A is selected
upon entry into the MDP. 
If accepted into MDP, please be sure to consult our Terms and Conditions, FAQ and the consent 
section of the tuition contract before signing. 

KAMBRYA COLLEGE 
68 Bemersyde Drive Berwick VIC 

Ph: (03) 9707 7600 
E: kambrya.co@education.vic.gov.au 

E

 : MDP@kambryacollege.vic.edu.au 

Need clarification/more information? Get in touch. 

Consult our Frequently Asked Questions page or email – MDP@kambryacollege.vic.edu.au

Web: kambryacollege.vic.edu.au/music 

Kambrya Phone: (03) 9707 7600 

MAKING BETTER MUSICIANS 

Please note:
•
•

•



 

MUSICIAN DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAM | MDP 
Terms & Conditions 

MDP – Terms & Conditions

KAMBRYA COLLEGE
68 Bemersyde Drive Berwick VIC

Ph: (03) 9707 7600
E: kambrya.co@education.vic.gov.au
W: www.kambryacollege.vic.edu.au 



MDP – Terms & Conditions 

GETTING THE MOST FROM YOUR MEMBERSHIP IN MDP | KEY INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS 
Being a member of MDP is a great opportunity for students to further their musicianship skills and become a better musician. It is certainly our goal to provide students
with as many opportunities to maximise their potential, and to get the most of from your participation. Here are some tips from the Music Staff. 

PRACTICE REGULARLY & CONSISTENTLY - THE KEY TO SUCCESS 
Students should be aiming to be on and practice their instrument daily. Below is a guide to recommended practice times and whilst practicing every day cannot always 
be achieved, it’s best to aim to do so to maximise results. Students that practice regularly will always progress faster and if every day isn’t achieved, at least some practice 
was still achieved. Think of practice as homework for MDP or Music class! 

YEAR 7 

YEAR 9 

YEAR11(VCEUnits1& 2) 

15 mins per day 

30-40 mins per day 

1-1.5 hours per day 

YEAR 8 

YEAR 10 

YEAR 12 (VCE Units 3 & 4) 

20 mins per day 

45 - 60 mins per day 

1-2 hours a day 

BE AN ORGANISEDMUSICIAN
Lessons are postedonCompasseveryweek. Get into the habit of checking Compass and making note of your lesson time every week. Make certain that you always 
arrive ready to learnwithallrequiredmaterials including your lesson folder. Then, take your instrument home so you can practice! 

ALWAYS HAVEANOPENMIND
Students maynotalwaysloveeverypiece of music they play but remember the music staff at Kambrya are aiming to make better musicians and this means making well-
rounded andversatilemusicians!Learning/studying different styles, learning to read music and participating in as many ensembles as possible is a critical component 
to achievingthisgoal.Haveanopenmind and a positive attitude and watch how you grow each week! 

MAKESUREYOU’REATENSEMBLEREHEARSALS EVERY WEEK - BE A TEAM PLAYER! 
Ensemblesareacriticalpartofourprogram at Kambrya and the opportunities and experiences that can be had by solid participation is second to none. However, by 
beinginanensemble,youarepartofateam and inconsistent attendance to rehearsals lets the team down and makes it hard for everyone to move forward and achieve 
theirbest.Beateamplayer,bethereforrehearsal every week and get ready for a really fun and awesome experience! 

LISTENTOMUSICASMUCHASYOUCAN 
Good musicianslistentomusicforinspiration and to learn. Get into the habit of listening as much as you can. AND, listen to as much different music as you can - Jazz, 
Classical,Latin,Pop,Rock,Funk,Fusion,Hard Rock, Reggae, Dance, Metal - you just never know where the next inspiration can come from and listening to the masters 
opens yourmindtowhat’spossible.Check out YouTube for great videos too! Just make sure you’re watching the right stuff! 

Need clarification/more information?

Consult our Frequently Asked Questions page or get in touch –

MDP@kambryacollege.vic.edu.au

Kambrya College Phone: (03) 9707 7600 
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